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Summary Information
Repository: Brian Sutton-Smith Library and Archives of Play at The Strong

Title: Gen Con oral history collection
ID: 124.6279

ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/resources/338
Date [inclusive]: 1992, 2006-2007

Date [bulk]: bulk 2006-2007
PhysicalDescription: 1.45 Gigabytes (100 mp3 files, 1 pdf file) 

Language of theMaterial: English
Mixed Materials[digital]: 1

Abstract: This collection consists of oral histories collected about thehistory of Gen Con, the largest tabletop gaming convention inNorth America. The materials are dated from 1992 to 2007,with the bulk of the collection dated from 2006 to 2007. Thecollection is comprised of 100 mp3 files and one pdf. Interviewswere conducted for a book project in honor of Gen Con's 40thanniversary.
Preferred Citation for Publication

[Interview file name], Gen Con oral history collection, Brian Sutton-Smith Library andArchives of Play at The Strong.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative History
Gen Con is the largest tabletop game convention in North America. Gen Con features boardgames, card games, and pen and paper games including role-playing games, live-action roleplaying games, miniature wargames, collectible card games, strategy games, and computergames.
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Established by Gary Gygax, co-creator of D&D, in 1968 as the Lake Geneva WargamesConvention, Gen Con was first held in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. The convention moved aroundthe state until 1985 when it became a fixed convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 2003, GenCon moved to Indianapolis, Indiana where it remains as of 2025.
The convention has changed ownership throughout the years. Gen Con became property ofTSR, Inc. in 1976 and was acquired by Wizards of the Coast in 1997, which was then acquiredby Hasbro. In 2002 Hasbro sold Gen Con to former Wizards of the Coast CEO, Peter Adkinson.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Collection Scope and Content Note
The Gen Con oral history collection consists of 100 oral history recordings done to capture thepersonal experiences of Gen Con for a book project in honor of Gen Con's 40th anniversary [40Years of Gen Con by Robin D. Laws]. The digital collection includes interviews with AndrewShockney, Gary Gygax, Anne K. Brown, Bill Hoyer, Dan McDonagh, Dave Arneson, DouglasNiles, Harold Johnson, James Wallis, Duke Seigfreid, Jeff Ranger, Marc Blumberg, Mike Carr,Ryan Dancy, Steve Jackson, Skip Williams, R.A. Salvatore, and more. The oral histories wererecorded between September 1, 2006 and March 31, 2007. The collection also contains one pdfof the article "Gary Gygax" by Steven J. Engelbert from  The Gamer March/April 1992.
The oral histories are in mp3 file format. The archivist has maintained the original file namesand order, which is alphabetical by first name. As transcripts are finalized they will be addedto the collection.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information
Publication Statement

Brian Sutton-Smith Library and Archives of Play at The Strong
The StrongOne Manhattan SquareRochester, NY 14607Telephone: 585.263.2700Fax Number: 585.423.1886library@museumofplay.org
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URL: https://www.museumofplay.org/collections/brian-sutton-smith-library-archives-of-play/

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research use by staff of The Strong and on-site users of its libraryand archives.

Conditions Governing Use
Though the donor has not transferred intellectual property rights (including, but not limitedto any copyright, trademark, and associated rights therein) to The Strong, they have givenpermission for The Strong to make copies in all media for museum, educational, andresearch purposes.

Immediate Source of Acquisition
The oral history recordings were donated to The Strong in November 2024 as a gift ofTrident, Inc. DBA Atlas Games. The papers were accessioned by The Strong under object ID124.6279 and were received from John Nephew via digital transfer.

Processed by
Stephanie Ball, March 2025.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings
• Gen Con (convention)• Role playing games• Role playing games -- History• Dungeons and Dragons (Game) -- History• Oral history• Arneson, Dave, 1947-2009• Gygax, Gary• Salvatore, R.A., 1959-• Hoyer, Bill (William)

- Page 5 -

https://www.museumofplay.org/collections/brian-sutton-smith-library-archives-of-play/
https://www.museumofplay.org/collections/brian-sutton-smith-library-archives-of-play/


Guide to the Gen Con Oral History Collection, 1992, 2006-2007 — 124.6279

Collection Inventory
Title/Description Instances

001_Alesia Clardy Focused Attention_060307 [00:00:24],2007 June 3
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53640

digital 1 item 1

002_Alesia Clardy Jan 22_012207 [00:19:15], 2007 January22
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53641

digital 1 item 2

003_Alexander Simkin Feb 05_020507 [00:20:31], 2007February 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53642

digital 1 item 3

004_Andrew Shockney Dec 6_120606 [00:58:24], 2006December 6
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53643

digital 1 item 4

005_Anne K. Brown Jan 24_012407 [00:39:45], 2007 January24
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53644

digital 1 item 5

006_Anne Merritt Dec 5_120506 [00:28:03], 2006 December5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53645

digital 1 item 6

007_Ben Waxman Oct 30_103006 [00:15:48], 2006 October30
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53646

digital 1 item 7

008_Bill Hoyer Part 1 Mar 7_030707 [00:22:13], 2007 March7
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53647

digital 1 item 8

009_Bill Hoyer Part 2 Mar 7_030707 [00:14:53], 2007 March7
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53648

digital 1 item 9

010_Brian Misiaszek Dec 13_121306 [00:18:32], 2006December 13
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53649

digital 1 item 10

011_Bruce Harlick Sept 1_090106 [00:15:04], 2006September 9
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53650

digital 1 item 11

012_Charlie Krank Nov 15_111506 [00:27:50], 2006November 15 digital 1 item 12
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ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53651

013_Chris and Andrea Dietrich Jan 17_011707 [00:25:07],2007 January 17
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53652

digital 1 item 13

014_Chris Pramas Dec 9_120906 [00:25:12], 2006 December9
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53653

digital 1 item 14

015_Christopher Clark Nov 10_111006 [00:23:57], 2006November 10
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53654

digital 1 item 15

016_Cindy Donovan Nov 18_111806 [00:16:33], 2006November 18
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53655

digital 1 item 16

017_Dan McDonagh Dec 6_120606 [01:01:24], 2006December 6
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53656

digital 1 item 17

018_Dave Arneson 01 Jan 17_011707 [00:09:02], 2007January 17
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53657

digital 1 item 18

019_Dave Arneson 02 Jan 17_011707 [00:35:37], 2007January 17
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53658

digital 1 item 19

020_Denise Robinson Feb 16_021607 [00:27:57], 2007February 16
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53659

digital 1 item 20

021_Donald G. Dennis Jan 15_011507 [00:12:36], 2007January 15
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53660

digital 1 item 21

022_Douglas J. Equils Jan 16_011607 [00:29:09], 2007January 16
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53661

digital 1 item 22

023_Douglas Niles Aug 31_090106 [00:32:18], 2006 August31
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53662

digital 1 item 23

024_Duke Seifried 01 Jan 11_011107 [00:09:40], 2007January 11
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53663

digital 1 item 24

025_Duke Seifried 02 Jan 11_011107 [00:23:15], 2007January 11 digital 1 item 25
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ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53664

026_Duke Seifried Part 1 Dec 19_121906 [00:06:09], 2006December 19
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53665

digital 1 item 26

027_Duke Seifried Part 2 Dec 19_121906 [00:04:52], 2006December 19
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53666

digital 1 item 27

028_Ed Greenwood Nov 2_110206 [00:44:50], 2006November 2
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53667

digital 1 item 28

029_Ed Stark Oct 31_103106 [00:29:36], 2006 October 31
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53668

digital 1 item 29

030_Ern Cline Jan 16_011607 [00:19:02], 2007 January 16
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53669

digital 1 item 30

031_Gary Gygax Dec 21_122106 [01:22:42], 2006 December21
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53670

digital 1 item 31

032_Greg Bullard Dec 5_120506 [00:05:07], 2006 December 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53671

digital 1 item 32

033_Greg Stafford Aug 30_090106 [00:34:42], 2006 August30
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53672

digital 1 item 33

034_Greg Stafford GAMA addendum Jan 29_012907[00:08:57], 2007 January 29
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53673

digital 1 item 34

035_Harold Johnson Part 01 Dec 14_121406 [00:57:34], 2006December 14
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53674

digital 1 item 35

036_Harold Johnson Part 02 Dec 14_121406 [01:07:44], 2006December 14
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53675

digital 1 item 36

037_Harold Johnson Part 03 Dec 20_122006 [02:15:53], 2006December 20
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53676

digital 1 item 37

038_Harold Johnson Part 04 Jan 17_011707 [02:02:17], 2007January 17
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53677

digital 1 item 38

039_Harold Johnson Part 05 - Final - Jan 31_013107[00:53:24], 2007 January 31 digital 1 item 39
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ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53678

040_Ian Houlihan Jan 13_011307 [00:08:44], 2007 January13
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53679

digital 1 item 40

041_Ian Livingstone Jan 18_011807 [00:23:19], 2007 January18
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53680

digital 1 item 41

042_James Lowder Aug 28_090106 [00:24:28], 2006 August28
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53681

digital 1 item 42

043_James Mishler Sept 5_090606 [00:42:00], 2006September 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53682

digital 1 item 43

044_James Wallis 1 Aug 30_090106 [00:03:11], 2006 August30
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53683

digital 1 item 44

045_James Wallis 2 Aug 30_090106 [00:17:44], 2006 August30
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53684

digital 1 item 45

046_James Wallis 3 Aug 30_090106 [00:07:02], 2006 August30
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53685

digital 1 item 46

047_Janice Sellers Nov 23_112306 [00:26:46], 2006November 23
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53686

digital 1 item 47

048_Jeff Carey Oct 30_103006 [00:21:54], 2006 October 30
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53687

digital 1 item 48

049_Jeff Martin Dec 11_121106 [00:34:30], 2006 December11
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53688

digital 1 item 49

050_Jeff Ranger 01 Feb 05_020507 [00:17:03], 2007February 05
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53689

digital 1 item 50

051_Jeff Ranger 02 Feb 05_020507 [00:12:51], 2007February 05
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53690

digital 1 item 51

052_Jim Ward Jan 24_012407 [00:49:05], 2007 January 24 digital 1 item 52
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ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53691

053_John Tynes Dec 29_122906 [01:05:14], 2006 December29
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53692

digital 1 item 53

054_John Wick Dec 1_120106 [00:52:58], 2006 December 1
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53693

digital 1 item 54

055_Jordan Weisman Jan 29_012907 [00:24:53], 2007January 29
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53694

digital 1 item 55

056_Judd Karlman Jan 15_011507 [00:17:57], 2007 January15
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53695

digital 1 item 56

057_Ken Hite Aug 31_090106 [00:46:04], 2006 August 31
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53696

digital 1 item 57

058_Kevin Preece Jan 15 [01:07:44], January 15
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53697

digital 1 item 58

059_Larry Elmore Jan 29_012907 [00:36:40], 2007 January29
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53698

digital 1 item 59

060_Len Bland Feb 19_021907 [00:56:26], 2007 February 19
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53699

digital 1 item 60

061_Lisa Stevens Dec 8_120806 [00:46:17], 2006 December 8
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53700

digital 1 item 61

062_Lori Ann Curley Jan 12_011207 [00:09:40], 2007January 12
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53701

digital 1 item 62

063_Lucas Crane Nov 1_110106 [00:21:29], 2006 November1
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53702

digital 1 item 63

064_Marc Blumberg 1 Nov 8_110806 [00:19:03], 2006November 8
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53703

digital 1 item 64

065_Marc Blumberg 2 Nov 8_110806 [00:11:26], 2006November 8
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53704

digital 1 item 65

066_Margaret Weis Dec 1_120106 [00:21:23], 2006 December1 digital 1 item 66
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ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53705

067_Mark E. Olson Jan 15_011507 [00:30:42], 2007 January15
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53706

digital 1 item 67

068_Mark Rosewater Jan 26_012607 [00:19:38], 2007January 26
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53707

digital 1 item 68

069_Mary Kirchoff Dec 11_121106 [00:47:05], 2006December 11
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53708

digital 1 item 69

070_Matt Forbeck Aug 24_090106 [00:34:45], 2006 August24
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53709

digital 1 item 70

071_Mike Carr Part 1 Feb 22_022207 [00:13:43], 2007February 22
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53710

digital 1 item 71

072_Mike Carr Part 2 Feb 23_022307 [00:39:40], 2007February 23
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53711

digital 1 item 72

073_Mike Holmes Nov 7_110706 [00:54:00], 2006 November7
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53712

digital 1 item 73

074_Mike Pondsmith Dec 5_120506 [00:24:37], 2006December 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53713

digital 1 item 74

075_Nicole Lindroos Dec 1_120106 [00:32:42], 2006December 1
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53714

digital 1 item 75

076_Paul Czege Sept 5_090506 [00:38:09], 2006 September 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53715

digital 1 item 76

077_Paul Rogers Dec 7_120706 [00:10:58], 2006 December 7
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53716

digital 1 item 77

078_Paul Siddens Dec 6_120606 [00:32:08], 2006 December5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53717

digital 1 item 78

079_Peter Adkison So Cal addendum Feb 23_022307[00:13:42], 2007 February 23 digital 1 item 79
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ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53718

080_Peter Adksion Jan 11_011107 [01:19:07], 2007 January11
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53719

digital 1 item 80

081_Phil _ Kaja Foglio Jan 30_013007 [00:39:04], 2007January 30
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53720

digital 1 item 81

082_Phil Lacefield Jr. Jan 12_011207 [00:23:44], 2007January 12
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53721

digital 1 item 82

083_R. A. Salvatore Feb 14_021407 [00:17:17], 2007February 14
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53722

digital 1 item 83

084_Rick Loomis Dec 7_120706 [00:26:12], 2006 December 7
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53723

digital 1 item 84

085_Robert Kuntz Nov 19_111906 [00:44:17], 2006November 19
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53724

digital 1 item 85

086_Ron Edwards Nov 1_110106 [01:11:47], 2006 November1
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53725

digital 1 item 86

087_Ryan Dancey 01 Feb 05_020507 [00:19:05], 2007February 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53726

digital 1 item 87

088_Ryan Dancey 02 Feb 05_020507 [00:43:30], 2007February 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53727

digital 1 item 88

089_Ryan Dancey 03 Feb 05_020507 [00:18:48], 2007February 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53728

digital 1 item 89

090_Skip Williams 1 Nov 9_110906 [00:06:46], 2006November 9
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53729

digital 1 item 90

091_Skip Williams 2 Nov 9_110906 [00:37:48], 2006November 9
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53730

digital 1 item 91

092_Steve Jackson UK Feb 15_021507 [00:29:36], 2007February 15 digital 1 item 92
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ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53731

093_Steve wieck Jan 5_010507 [00:24:24], 2007 January 5
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53732

digital 1 item 93

094_Terry O_Brien Oct 31_103106 [00:49:47], 2006 October31
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53733

digital 1 item 94

095_Tim Kask Nov 1_110106 [01:45:13], 2006 November 1
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53734

digital 1 item 95

096_Todd Reidenbach Jan 16_011607 [00:15:10], 2007January 16
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53735

digital 1 item 96

097_Todd Rowland Jan 11_011107 [00:29:29], 2007 January11
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53736

digital 1 item 97

098_Tracy Hickman Feb 28_022807 [00:56:33], 2007February 28
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53737

digital 1 item 98

099_Wes Carpenter Jan 22_012207 [00:53:48], 2007 January22
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53738

digital 1 item 99

100_Zen Faulkes Jan 13_011307 [00:22:33], 2007 January 13
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53739

digital 1 item 100

Gary Gygax_The Gamer_199203, 1992 March-April
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/archival_objects/53740

digital 1 item 101
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